
THE GREATER HIDDEN HILLS COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
STREETSCAPE COMMITTEE REPORT 

September 28, 2013 
 
 
 On Saturday, September 21, 2013, Members of the Streetscape committee toured the 
perimeter areas of the Overlay (South Hariston to Redan; Redan to Panola; Panola to Covington; 
Covington to South Hariston; Young Road (from Covington to Panola)).  A listing of potential 
code violations was compiled in preparation for a meeting with Mr. Marcus Kellum, Director of 
DeKalb County Codes.  The purpose of the meeting was to introduce the committee members 
to Mr. Kellum, share our mission statement and concerns, and to assist in establishing a 
proactive relationship with DeKalb County Code Enforcement (“Codes”). 
 
 On Thursday, September 26, 2013 committee members met with Mr. Kellum at the 
DeKalb County Code Enforcement Office in downtown Decatur.  The meeting with Mr. Kellum 
was both positive and enlightening and resulted in the following. 
 
 1. A clearer understanding of what falls under DeKalb County Code Enforcement’s 
purview: 
 

a. While overgrown grass in residential areas falls under Codes, overgrown grass in 
non-residential areas falls other DeKalb County Sanitation (“Sanitation”).  This includes mowing 
the grass in non-residential areas and removing grass clippings from rights-of-ways, medians, 
curbs, etc. 

 
b. Improper tire storage and/or disposal, dumped items in non-residential areas 

(for example, mattress dumped in a common area on Panola Road), also fall under Sanitation. 
 
c. Overflowing MARTA trash receptacles are regulated through Sanitation. 

 
 2. Sales in the parking lots of businesses fall under Codes. 
 
 3. General aesthetics falls under Codes (trash, improper sign postings, abandoned 
buildings, etc). 
 
 We shared the list of potential violations that were noted on the September 21 tour of 
the Overlay.  Mr. Kellum assured us that his office would inspect each of the areas on the list 
and take the appropriate actions.  He also stated that he would collaborate with Sanitation to 
address those items that fall under Sanitation. 
 
 Mr. Kellum also informed the committee members present that there will be a public 
safety hearing at Wade Walker Park on October 1, 2013 from 7-9 p.m. that will include 
representatives from each of the DeKalb County public safety departments (Codes, Sanitation, 
Police, and Fire) and invited us to attend. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Char Taylor 
 Committee Chair 


